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Analysis & Summary of Chapter 19

• Theoretical Perspectives of Empowerment

– Three categories: functional, psychological, and critical

• For the psychological function, education gives individuals the 
power of voice. They become more empowered by becoming 
smarter about issues they may be facing and can allow them to 
better solve the issues.

– “Engage actively with others in the determination of their own affairs” 
(Prins & Drayton, 2010, p. 210).

• It is critical that individuals have their own voice. Education 
helps empower them to have that voice. Education brings about 
change.

• Change cannot happen without empowerment. Empowerment of 
the mind through education helps in this effort.



Analysis & Summary of Chapter 19
• Community-Based Organizations and Programs Aimed at Empowerment

– Nonformal education is used by groups to empower individuals to 
become better educated.

– Types of classes being taught to assist with the empowerment 
movement include: GED (General Education Mastery) mastry, ESL 
(English as a Second Language), literacy, and citizenship.

– Organizing-Education

• Does not help individuals to complete personal goals.

• Education is used to promote the groups’ interests.

• American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), based in Austin, 
Texas uses education to raise awareness about the global 
economy, immigrant rights, etc. (Prins & Drayton, 2010, p. 211).

– Education-Organizing

• Promotes the education of the individual over the community.

• Centro Nia in Washington, D.C. provides children and adults with 
education in social justice and community empowerment (Prins
& Drayton, 2010, p. 213).
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• Challenges

– “Any project aiming to improve people’s lives through education may 
have unanticipated, contradictory aims and consequences” (Prins & 
Drayton, 2010, p. 216)

• There are many projects globally, working to help communities to 
become more educated.

• These projects help communities to become empowered to take 
control over situations through education.

– South East Education Task Force…was created to give parents a 
greater voice in school issues…(Prins & Drayton, 2010, p. 215).

• The parents and the teachers felt there were differences of 
opinions in who was in charge.

• Regular meetings helped them understand who was in charge 
and how to delegate the authority when the children were in 
school.

• Allowed the school to have less chance of failure with the kids due 
to this taskforce.
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• Conclusions

– Education has been used as a means to help in empowerment 
struggles.

– Education has been used to enrich people’s lives at a 
community level.

– Empowerment helps to “allow people to promote human 
flourishing in their families, workplace, and community, even 
against seemingly insurmountable odds” (Prins & Drayton, 
2010, p. 217).

• By giving individuals the opportunity to become better 
educated, you are allowing the individual the opportunity 
to defend themselves if and/or when workplace or 
community issues arise.
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Finding Voice: Shared Decision Making and Student 
Leadership in a Family Literacy Program
• Family literacy programs allow women from low-income environments the 

opportunity to better themselves to help their kids’ learning needs.

• “Low-income parents are often targets of educational programs, yet they 
seldom have a say in shaping program goals, curricula, planning, 
implementation, or evaluation” (Prins, Drayton, Toso, Gnanadass & 
Gungor, 2009).

– By bettering themselves, parents have the ability to understand what 
is being taught and why, allowing them to have a voice in the learning 
process.

• The article discusses how a parent advisory council (PAC) was created for 
an Even Start program in Central Pennsylvania, allowing parents to assist 
with the development of the education programs for the children. By 
providing education to the adults, they are more invested in wanting their 
children to grow and learn.

• “Both parents and staff believed the students had learned a great deal 
through the PAC leadership experience and that the program had changed 
as a result of the PAC’s decisions” (Prins, Drayton, Toso, Gnanadass & 
Gungor, 2009).



“It Feels Like a Little Family to Me”
• Women are more likely than men to be living in a poverty situation.

• Social interaction and support are important to women in poverty (Prins, 
Toso & Schafft, 2009).

• Education through literacy allows women in the workplace and in the 
community the opportunity to become further educated, allowing them to 
have social interactions they might not normally have in their home 
settings.

• Normally, the individuals who are in poverty are the women who are the 
single-mothers. Being in an education setting, allows the mothers an 
opportunity to exit the home, whereby they can experience schooling and 
counseling.

• “…with the exception of relatives, most women in this study had limited 
social support and social ties with people outside their program…” (Prins, 
Toso, & Schafft, 2009).

– What this means is that most women, minus the relatives, were stuck 
in their home locations, not allowing them to learn and grow.

– More women felt isolated and had deeper depression by not being 
able to get away from their home.
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Overall Impression of Readings

• Using Education to become empowered gives individuals the 
ability to become more confident not only in their working 
environment, but also able to handle issues as they arise.

• Helping adults to become more educated allows the 
adults/parents to be more invested not only in themselves but 
also their children’s learning experiences.

• Programs designed to help communities and/or individuals from 
lower social classes can gain independence in become further 
educated.

• Social relationships for women can become better in light of 
community-based education experiences.

• Education is the means to giving individuals a voice.



DISCUSSION QUESTION

If you are involved with community-based organizations and 
programs, how are you involved and does it involve education? 
What aspects of education do you use in your participation of these 
groups/programs?
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