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Children’s Lunch at Oakwood Elementary School 

1. Description and Setting: I am having lunch with my daughter. The room is a bright blue color. As 

you look around the room, you find eight double-sets of tables, clean up stations for empty trays and 

garbage, and the procession line to purchase lunches. You will also notice as you look toward the 

ceiling, you’ll find two basketball hoops. This school does not have a separate lunch room, as the 

gymnasium doubles as the lunch room, although it’s unknown where the tables go when lunch isn’t 

being served. There are a handful of adults in the room. These people are the “watchers” of the 

children, making sure they eat their lunches, sit down, and do not yell at the top of their lungs. Also 

in the room, you’ll find multiple classes of children, moving in a rotation, for their turn at using the 

tables for lunch. To start out with at 11:15 a.m., you’ll find the first-graders, who are the loudest, 

then the second-graders, and finally the third-graders. I sit with my daughter at her table, which is 

the opposite corner of where the class comes in to eat. 

2. Activities: The children seem to be acting very stereotypic. The children first come into the lunch 

room and sit down to calm down. Then, those children who are purchasing lunch or drinks, get up 

and walk to the line for purchasing. Many times, the children are warned about being rowdy, boys 

and girls alike. In most instances, the lunch attendants do not have the ability to watch the children in 

line and the children sitting at the tables. The first-graders seem to be the loudest as compared with 

the second- and third-graders. The boys tend to be shouting from one table to another. When the 

children get rowdy, the lunch attendants calm them all down by having the children raise their 

fingers until the entire room is quiet. The attendants use a microphone, to help them get the children 

to hear and listen. As suggested by Deborah Tannen, the little girls are observed as turning to each 

other to speak. The boys just shout. As far as sitting is concerned, the boys tended to sit with the 

boys and the girls with the girls, showing that younger children tend to enjoy playing within their 
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own genders. In one instance, two little girls at one of the second-grade tables, turned to each other 

and played “hand-clapping” games. Also, to help calm down the first-graders, the principal has 

started coming into the lunch room to share lunch with them. It becomes a competition, to see which 

table can be the best-behaved and quietest table. The best table gets the opportunity to share lunch 

time with Mrs. Schloss, the principal. On this day, my daughter’s table was not the best. Indeed, 

according to my daughter’s teacher, they are supposed to have assigned seating, and have been 

moved around four times since the start of school. On this day, I don’t believe the seating has been 

kept. As we were leaving, I noticed the third-grade children, boys and girls, sitting quietly and eating 

lunch. It appears their demeanors have calmed down from being first-graders to third-graders. 

3. Observations: 

Proxemics – To me, proxemics seems to mean the space you require to be who you are, the personal 

space you require to function every day. In some cases, I am territorial in my spacing, in class, in 

church, driving. During one of my observations, my daughter and I sat down at her table at an open 

spot. One little boy came up to us and said that was his space. I asked if it was okay if we sat there 

because I didn’t know where the assigned seats were. He said it was okay and sat at another part of 

the table. In this case he was being territorial in the space he was assigned by the teacher. But, 

because I am a guest, he allows me to sit in his space because I asked and sat somewhere else. In the 

future, if this happens again, I believe he will be considerate of the person who has intruded on his 

personal space if that person asks if it is okay. 

Physical Appearance – means the clothing, makeup (not necessary for children of this age), weight, 

hair style, color of skin, all make up who we are. Based on the weather, during my two observations, 

none of the girls appeared to be wearing skirts or dresses. The girls appeared to be wearing pants 

(jeans, spandex, or casual dress pants), shirts or sweaters. On the other hand, the boys were all 

wearing jeans, t-shirts and or sweatshirts, typical dress for boys. One little girl wore jogging pants 
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and sweatshirt both times. She appeared to be an African-American. Also, she showed traditional 

values for this ethnic group. She was taller than the other children in the first grade and was also 

heavier than the other children. On one occasion, no one wanted to talk with her for which she sat by 

herself and ate her lunch. In this instance, it seemed that her physical appearance was hindering her 

ability to socialize with the others. Children are fickle when it comes to when they choose to 

socialize or not to socialize. 

Children’s Play – with children’s play, boys tend to be rougher than girls. Girls enjoy talking with 

each other, playing house, playing “hand-clapping” games and generally being with other girls. The 

boys just wanted to be rowdy and rough with each other. Even in the lunch room setting, the boys 

wanted to be rough. One boy was teasing a girl about a “boyfriend.” She ended up getting mad and 

yelling at the boy. They were in first grade and were already teasing about boyfriends. On my 

second observation, two sets of girls decide to play “hand-clapping” games at two tables next to each 

other. One girl and boy play a game with each other, continually saying, “Deal or No Deal,” like in 

the TV game show. One boy at a second-grade table, playing, puts the aluminum foil used to wrap 

his pizza on top of his head. You can see the expression on his face, although not sure what he’s 

trying to be or why he would want to put the aluminum foil on his head. Then, to top it off, he puts 

the pizza on top of the foil. 

Communication – the process by which you express your feelings about a certain topic or thought 

with another person or people. The purpose of coming to lunch is to eat. The attendants continually 

need to remind the children of this aspect. The goal of the attendants is to have the children eat first, 

then talk, quietly when done eating. The children do not seem to have trouble expressing their 

feelings to the other person regarding specific conversations. The principal has asked me numerous 

times whether they seem to be loud. As compared with the kindergarten school my daughter went to, 

this lunch room was relatively quiet. The girls tended to turn to speak with each other, where the 
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boys just looked wherever and talk. Also, on both occasions, boys were shouting from one table to 

another to get the attention of the listener. The boys always wanted to stand when they were eating 

and talking. Only a few girls stood when they ate. All children were continually reminded to sit. 

Androgyny – seems to be when someone, male or female, has traits that are specifically not 

masculine or feminine. Example: a CEO who is female. For her to get to this position, she needed to 

have masculine, dominant traits to get to the top. As I have had discussions with the principal’s 

secretary about her eating lunch with the children, she explains to me that she comes to lunch to 

show she’s not a scary person and can be approachable. She further explained that they didn’t want 

to see the children only when they were bad, but wants to let the children know they can come to her 

when they need someone to talk to or just want to say hello. With her being a person in power, the 

children might be fearful of her and she doesn’t want that persona. In this case, being a female in 

power, but also wanting to be approachable to the children. 

What do your observations suggest to you about the state of gender relationships? It seemed 

that the relationships at this age still focused on the same-sex type of relationships. However, 

because the children eat together, males and females, the children seemed to want to sit together and 

communicate. It’s possible that the parents of these children are more androgynous than in previous 

generations. With that thought in mind, the children are learning to become more androgynous, more 

feminine and masculine thinking and being. Of course, I did see pockets of children, boys and girls 

who were sitting boys with boys and girls with girls. I have also observed these children multiple 

times. I noticed on a second day, the same girls were sitting with boys. Also, with the fact that the 

teachers are assigning eating seats, they sit the children boy-girl-boy-girl to get them to socialize 

together. 


