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1. What does alternative heating mean? 

Alternative heating is an option for homeowners where they can bypass traditional heating 

methods for heating their home. This type of heating allows homeowners other options to heat 

their home. 

 

2. What are the various features of alternative heating? 

Also known as heating systems, homeowners will find two types of alternative heating systems. 

The first is the furnace. A homeowner can completely replace a central furnace system, which is 

often run with natural gas, propane, or electric, with a furnace run with an alternative heating 

fuel, also known as a biomass fuel. The other option is a stove, often called a pellet stove. These 

products are designed to look like old-time wood burning stoves, but are run to heat homes 

with alternative heating fuels. 

 

6. What is the essential function of alternative heating? 

The essential function of alternative heating deals with giving homeowners is to give an option 

to determine how they wish to heat their home. Homeowners can heat their homes with 

traditional options, natural gas, propane or electric. Wood burning stoves have always been 

considered an alternative heating source and have been around longer than current versions of 

alternative heating. 

 

7. What are the causes of alternative heating? 

Alternative heating has been available in the South since the 1960s. This form of heating has 

also been popular with farmers based on the type of products used for heating the home. 

Recently, it has become more available and popular in the Northern states. 

 

9. What are the types of alternative fuel/alternative heating? 

There are many types of alternative fuels. These fuels can also be called biomass fuels. The 

most popular by far are wood pellets and shelled corn. Wood pellets can be made from 

agricultural waste such as corn cobs from the Midwest; grape waste from California; almond 

shells, cotton gin and tobacco waste from the South; or even from wood shavings found from 

wood mills. Turning these wastes into alternative fuels allows for a disposal mechanism other 

than just dumping them into landfills. “Some typical local biomass fuels are corn in the 

Midwest, peanut shells in the South, cherry pits in the North, and what or sunflower seeds in 

the Plains,” said James Dulley, Syndicated Columnist from the Lexington Herald-Leader in 

Kentucky. 
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10. How is alternative heating unlike traditional heating? 

Alternative heating uses agricultural wastes and other biomass products to heat homes. 

Traditional heating, like natural gas or propane, are piped into a consumer’s home and run 

through a central furnace system. 

 

12. What is the significance of alternative heating? 

The chief significance is the ability for individuals to choose how they heat their home. Where 

our home is located, the traditional method, which is the only method of heating our home, is 

Natural Gas. By choosing to install a pellet stove, we have provided an alternative to just 

heating our home with Natural Gas. 

 

14. How did alternative heating happen? 

Alternative heating has been around since the 1960s. Primarily used in the South and by 

farmers, alternative heating uses biomass fuels (agricultural waste) to heat homes. If I was 

living on a farm and had access to agricultural products that could heat my home, I would use 

them. I would be making the products used in heating my home. 

 

18. What is the value of alternative heating? 

The value is the money that can be saved in using biomass fuels. Our gas company, Columbia 

Gas of Ohio was charging $1.03 per unit of gas consumed in December. In March, that per unit 

figure increased to $1.10. Also, for every unit of gas, there is a recovery and usage fee of $.32 

per unit. In just three months, the cost increased seven percent. Shelled corn has remained 

closer in its cost, approximately $5 per bushel, where a bushel is approximately 50 pounds. At 

the same time, wood pellets are costing between $4 per 40 pound bag and $5 per 40 pound 

bag based on where you purchase. We purchased one ton of shelled corn, which is 40 bags and 

one ton of wood pellets, which is 50 bags. The total cost of both tons was $430. This cost will 

heat our home for two to three months. That price will not increase as compared to the Natural 

Gas that may very well increase for April’s heating. Our average day of heating with Natural Gas 

is 10 units. At the price of $1.10 per unit, plus the $.32 per unit of recovery fees, a total cost of 

$1.42 per unit or $14.20 per day is spent on Natural Gas. After seven days of using the 50/50 

mixture of corn and pellet, our current average cost to heat our home is $5.43 per day. This 

figure can also change based on the size of a consumer’s home. Our home is 1274 square feet 

with a full basement. The main floor of our home is staying at 71 degrees all the time, where 

the basement remains 58 to 60 degrees. When using the central furnace system, the 
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temperature on the main floor remained at 68 degrees all the time because of the cost to use 

Natural Gas. The basement was 58 to 60 degrees even with the central furnace. Even though 

the furnace was in the basement, the furnace did not heat the basement. 

 

20. What case can be made for or against alternative fuel? 

The homeowner has to understand the change in routine that happens if they choose to use an 

alternative heating method. The main issue that a homeowner will have to do is maintenance 

of the central furnace or pellet stove. Because the fuel isn’t piped into the home, the 

homeowner will need to keep their heating source supplied with the fuel. In our case, we are 

keeping our pellet stove’s hopper filled. Also, there is daily cleaning and weekly cleaning. Each 

day, with the pellet stove, we have to cool down the stove and remove the “biscuit” from the 

burn pot. When burning shelled corn and wood pellets, there is an ash residue in the burn pot. 

If that burn pot isn’t emptied daily, the pellets do not receive the air needed to burn properly. 

Also, a weekly cleaning of the stove to remove residual ash from the front window and inner 

parts of the burning area are needed to keep the unit burning to its optimum heat. 


