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Wall Street Journal: It’s Called the Forbidden City for a Reason (1/19/2007)

The article talks about how difficult it can be when US companies try to expand internationally. One man
in China is using his blog as a crusade to have Starbucks Coffee banned from a museum in the Forbidden
City. Companies see China as a gold mine for economic opportunity. The problem with the Chinese
people is that, although they want the prosperity of us in “The West,” they don’t want to lose their
culture and are struggling with the issues of having both. Blogging gives everyday people the
opportunity to have their opinions heard, for which, in this case, the Chinese government appears to be
reading and listening.
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Wall Street Journal: In Katrina’s Wake: Where Is the Money? (1/27-28/2007)

With the amount of money allocated by the Federal Government to help rebuild hurricane-torn
Louisiana and Mississippi, only a small percentage of the actual money has been given. There are
arguments about how money is to be divided among the five states. Then, disputes between the federal
government and local governments make processing claims even longer than normal. Not even half of
the money allocated has been given because the Federal Government claims that with the amount of
help needed, there will be fraud, not only among the contractors, but also among the local
governments. Example: there are two bridges that go across a two-mile stretch of water in Mississippi, a
railroad bridge, owned by CSX and an auto bridge, owned by the federal government. The railroad
bridge was rebuilt and operational six months after the hurricanes hit, while the auto bridge has not
even been built because of ongoing red tape by the Federal Government.
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Wall Street Journal: When Rome Builds a Subway, It Trips Over Archaeologists
(1/27-28/2007)

The government is working to relieve the stress it receives everyday in the center of Rome by building a
new subway system. Millions of tourists visit each year, but the city cannot handle the influx of people,
buses, etc. However, because of the tourists, the city is also known as a living archeological site. Every
time, the government tries to make changes, even as simple as plumbing in the city; they are stopped by
teams of archeologists cataloging everything being unearthed in Rome. The two groups are finally
working together to make the city better, determining which artifacts will be saved. They will all be
cataloged, however, they will determine which items will be saved and which ones will be destroyed.
The government has agreed to build the subway 80 feet down, below the archeological finds, but also
will include a underground museum where items found during building will be housed.

Cathy Hennes
2/10/2007

ENG 301
Wall Street Journal: U.S. Air Marshal Service Navigates Turbulent Times (2/9/2007)

With all the security problems after 9/11, even the Air Marshall Service has had its growing pains. Prior
to 9/11, there were only 33 marshals who flew the over 26,000 flights daily around the world. Since
then, there have been increases in the number to approximately 4000, but an exact number isn’t given
due to the nature of their work and need to be undercover. However, there have been growing pains,
requests for the need to “fit in” with their passengers. The current Inspector General has been working
with the group to enable their growing pains to be handled. The group has gone from being a “mom and
pop” sized business to a Fortune 500 business overnight. Hopefully, the problems can be handled
quickly to allow the world’s travelers to feel safe from terrorism.
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Wall Street Journal: Katrina Suits Put U.S. Judge in Eye of Storm (2/10/2007)

Millions of dollars are at stake when it comes to homeowners suing their insurance companies for
Katrina-related damages. Judge Senter has been at the eye of these “storms,” allowing the homeowners
wins against the insurance companies and insurance companies wins in other issues. The major issue,
becoming the precedent to future lawsuits from hurricanes regards the question of wind damage vs.
flood damage, is whether the damage was caused by winds or floods. The judge has allowed the
insurance companies to keep their clauses that allows for non-payment of claims IF the damage was
caused by flooding, which is a federal claim issue. However, the judge states that the insurance
companies, not the homeowners, have to prove the case that floods were the cause.
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Wall Street Journal: Digging for Sin City, Christians Toil in Jordan Desert

Travelers to the Middle East are in search of the fabled city, Sodom and sister city, Gomorrah. Among
the three major religions, Christians, Jews, and Muslims agree that this city is the center of all-things
evil. Vacationers are spending their vacations, using the writings of the bible to try to find this city,
destroyed more than 3500 years ago by God. Archeologists believe the remains of the city lie under a
mound of dirt in the Jordan Valley.
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Wall Street Journal: Howard Stringer, Japanese CEO (3/3/2007)

Being the first non-Japanese man to take controls of Sony Corporation, Mr. Stringer is the first American
to take controls of the major corporation. With all the financial problems facing the company, he has
had major stress trying to fix it. Opinions have been given to him from both sides of the spectrum. Those
people in Japan have told him not to cut costs, however, people in the US have told him to layoff and cut
costs. Overall, it sounds like a very stressful position as it has been traditionally easier to lay off
employees in the US versus Japan. Mr. Stringer has had many problems wondering why all these
opinions have been presented to him, making him wonder if he is really running the company.
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Wall Street Journal: The Million Dollar Kid (3/10/2007)

Today’s high-tech world has pushed the cost of raising a child soaring over $1 million dollars. The reason
for this increase has to do with all of the technology gadgets that children want and the other gadgets
they need to survive in this competitive world. An item such as a computer can be considered a
necessary gadget, but other gadgets such as cell phones and iPods are not. Other expenses include a
$1,000 birthday party, seen as unnecessary years ago. Children feel they need to spend their parents’
hard-earned money as a way to show off to their friends. And the parents are eager to spend the
money.
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Wall Street Journal: Why Miners Look for Buried Treasure in Belgian Museum
(3/20/2007)

The museum has seen a who’s who in excavating business. Buried deep within the basements of the
museum are hand-drawn maps of Africa, showing locations of commodities of copper, cobalt, gold tin,
and other treasurers. Including the maps, visitors will find other items like 8,000 monkey skulls and
600,000 stuffed fish. These items were brought to this museum from the Congo of Africa between 1885
and 1960. These companies who visit the museum are on the search for their future great excavation for
commodities.
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Wall Street Journal: ‘Miracle’ Obesity Pill Looks Less Miraculous (3/29/2007)

In 2004, reports of this new weight-loss pill, Acomplia, looked like it would be the “new” super pill. It
would help obese people lose weight; help raise good cholesterol and even help with smoking cessation.
Now, the pill doesn’t look like that “super pill.” Three years later, the drug still hasn’t been approved by
the FDA. Reasons include the major side effects, which are depression and anxiety. The FDA feels that
the drug isn’t safe enough to take for obesity or even to help with smoking cessation. The company who
is developing this drug feels it may make or break them. That company is Paris-based Sanofi-Aventis.

Cathy Hennes
3/31/2007

ENG 301
Wall Street Journal: In Turkey, a Judge’s Murder Puts Religion in Spotlight (3/30/2007)

Because a woman teacher was Muslim and wore her head scarf, she was denied a promotion. The
country of Turkey is a secular state, where many religions come together, but try to stay separate. A
man decided to open fire on judges who had determined not to allow the promotion of the teacher. He
killed one judge and injured the other three. Even today, as the trial of this man comes to a conclusion,
there is still soul searching among the residents of Turkey, trying to determine for them what is right
and what is wrong.
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Wall Street Journal: A Blow in Court Adds to Threats Facing Vonage (4/7/2007)

Vonage has been ordered by a federal judge to stop signing up customers to its internet-based phone
service. A lawsuit has been brought upon them by Verizon Communications, stating that Vonage has
stolen their patents for wireless communications. Vonage appealed the ruling, which is awaiting the
results of the appeal. Should Verizon win the lawsuit, all Vonage users will be turned off. Just as the
lawsuit again Blackberry, this should prove to be interesting.
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Wall Street Journal: For Saudi Women, a Whiff of Change (4/7/2007)

With the winds of change, women are getting the opportunity to study law in Saudi Arabia. Many
women are being caught in a “catch 22” situation, like one woman who was forced to divorce her
husband because of her half-brothers. She currently sits in jail with her one-year-old son. She cannot go
back to her husband because they are divorced. Returning to him would cause her to be labeled an
adulterer. To go to her half-brothers, could result in her death. Many women are seeing changes
happening in the country where women are not even allowed to show their faces.
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Wall Street Journal: Trade Group Saw Possible Conflicts in Student Loans (4/11/2007)

There are many conflicts-of-interest within the student loan business. With kickbacks and other
“promotional” goodies going to the school and the banks who loan the money, an investigation has
started regarding this practice. The business of student loans is an $85 billion business. The trade group
in charge of the business is under scrutiny over its business practices, which includes sponsorship of its
annual conference by the banks who loan money to students.

