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Orange-clothed men pick up trash along highway 

 

 Seven minimum-security prisoners from the Lincoln County Jail picked up litter along 

McKinley Road yesterday. 

 

 “We’ve gotten a zillion complaints from citizens about the looks of the roadways around 

the county dump,” said Sheriff Kuykendall. 

 

 The prisoners cleaned a 15-mile section of the road that runs northwest before joining a 

major highway. There was enough trash picked up to fill 100 plastic bags–two truckloads. 

 

 “The law says you have to keep trash covered or restrained so it won’t come off,” the 

sheriff said. “We’ve tried to enforce that from time to time, but we don’t have the personnel.” 

 

 After meeting with the minimum security unit of the jail, the sheriff had 15 volunteers 

for the litter detail of which seven were chosen for the job and had a security officer on site 

guarding the prisoners. 

 

 Of the many items found by the litter detail, the only unusual item found was a wallet 

with money and a few credit cards. The wallet was returned to the owner. 

 

 “Nothing glamorous,” he said. 

 

 Before deciding to use the detail again, the sheriff said that they need to speak with 

county commissioners and county attorney regarding the liability issues regarding the use of 

prisoners to pick up litter along with side of the road. 

 

 At this point, the sheriff says the project can be considered a successful experiment. 

 

 He wanted to remind the public of the importance of litter control on the roads. People 

driving with litter must restrain their trash, not allowing it to spill onto the county roads. 

 

 “If you violate this ordinance, we can cite you into court, and if you’re found guilty you 

could pay a fine of up to $500 or get 30 days in jail,” he said. “Or both.” 


