
Cathryn Hennes 
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February 13, 2008 

 

Mr. Roger Jones, Editor 

Cleveland State University Feature Writing Professor 

2121 Euclid Avenue 

Cleveland, OH 44115 

 

Dear Mr. Jones, 

 

Our home is heated in the winter with natural gas. For the majority of the year, we are paying a gas bill 

to heat our home and heat our water. How do you heat your home? In recent years, the cost of natural 

gas has skyrocketed. This winter, our average monthly natural gas bill has been $250 for an annual cost 

of $1800. There must be another way to heat our homes that doesn’t cost this much and at the same 

time doesn’t require us to wear our winter coats in the house while being heated. 

 

I propose a 2,500 word article, detailing the process we have completed in learning about alternative 

heating options. Did you know that you can heat a home with hulled corn, sunflower seeds, cherry pits, 

and/or soy beans? There is a whole market that deals with the creation of alternative heating options, 

used as furnaces or stoves. Historically used in the south since the 1960’s, these heating alternatives are 

becoming more available in the northern states. I propose to discuss the difference between the main 

heating options, the conventional heating options like natural gas, propane, and electric and the 

alternatives that include hulled corn and wood pellets. This article will show there is a 50% reduction or 

more in the cost of heating your home in the winter with an alternative heating option. 

 

I propose to interview local heating repair companies, asking them about their opinions on alternative 

heating options. How do you feel about the trend in alternative heating options? Do you think your 

business will decrease if more of these options are followed? I also propose interviewing individuals who 

have followed the process and either installed a stove or furnace into their homes. How did you find out 

about these heating options? How long did the process take for you to decide on the heating option 

you’ve got now? How much a month, during the winter, do you spend on your original heating source? 

 

Upon acceptance, I can prepare a rough draft, ready for review within four weeks. The format for this 

story can be flexible to the magazine’s needs. 

 



I am also including my resume for your review. I have experience with editing, writing and proofreading, 

along with technical writing and grant and proposal writing. I am currently a senior at Cleveland State 

University, looking to graduate in May 2008. Writing samples from my educational history, along with 

my past employment experiences can be found at my Web site: eportfolio.cathyhennes.com. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Cathryn Hennes 


